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Church Staff  
 

Rev. Paul Miller,  Pastor  

Home: (830) 899-5015  Cell: 830 837-3238 

Email: pastorpaul@gvtc.com 

Don Gillett, Synodically Authorized Minister 

(830) 964-3263 

Ed Workmon, Organist/Choral Director 

(210) 945-4801 

Karen Haman, Handbell Choir Director 

(830) 899-2591 
 

Barbara Becknal, Office Administrator 

(830) 899-2273 or (830) 227-5838 

Bill  Heimbuch, Maintenance Engineer 

(830) 899-2273 or (830) 227-5838 

8ð1st Sunday of the monthðWorship 

with prayers for healing 

9-9:45 am  Bible Study for all Ages 

10-11 am Traditional Worship Service 

Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays 

5 pm Sunday Worship & Communion 

Service 

Please join us each Sunday for  
worship. 

Invite your Friends!! 
 

How I love your Temple, Almighty God! 
How I want to be there! I long to be  

in the Lordôs temple.   Psalm 83: 1&2 

John Espensen    Property               830 899-3615 

Linda Gosnell  Mission               830 899-3450 

Pat Hansen  Fellowship          520 271 -8549 

Renee Hunter                830 483-3323 

Tom Lott                830 885-2393 

 

2012 Church Council Members  

Don Gilbert  Vice President/    830 -632-6080 

Vicki Sok   Secretary             830 228 -5538  

Terry Linder     Treasurer          210 -316-0128 

Blake Dornburg          Youth            830 964 -5582 

Nita Eckert  Evangelism        210 882 -2428 

 

Agua Viva Church in  
El Cenizo  

decorated for Christmas 
 

Photos by Lorna Reiter 

Our gifts under the tree at 
the Laredo Mission 

Church.  Pictured are 
Pastor Moises Mendez, 

Gayle Adams,  
Pastor Paul Miller, and  

Pastor Mariana Mendez. 

New Yearôs Day 
Sunday, January 1  

Only one service at 10 am  



Prayers for Special Circumstances  
 

Paul Eichholtz and family in the loss of 
their home & belongings 
Laurie Iten and her staff, the young ladies 
and their families of New Life Childrenôs 
Center 
Tara Roussett and the children at St.  
         Judeôs Childrenôs Ranch 

Persons in the US Armed Forces espe-
cially Troy Boatwright,  
          Chris Ellis, Jake Kinslow,  
          Doug Mikkelsen, Nikkholai Miller 
          Carl Spillers,   *John Parsons,          
         Travis Wright, Travis Vliet.   
         ñBearò Gonzales,  Doug Schultz,                         
          Capt. Ryan Worrell, Mike Guerra
  
 

Our local and national leaders 
 

Prayers of Promise  of the empty cross 
that it may give comfort and peace to the 
family and friends who have recently lost 
loved ones.  
The family of Shawn Sheperd. 
The family of Harry Newton III 
The family of Jim McKee 
 
 

Prayers for All Who Live with Cancer  
 

Maisie Barry ðCheryl Johnston 
Roger Bousum ðJim Collopy 
Becky Carls ðMarie Miller 
Paulette Cox ðJuanita Kutzer 
Mary Crockett ðVicki Lee 
Herbert Espensen  
Colton Evans & family ðJoyce Hoyer 
*Michelle Feller  
Nick Gloria ðJeff Meyer 
Vern Hedin ðKirsten Meyer 
Cherrie Huggins ðPat Burns 
Michelle Marburger ðVirginia McKinney 
Carol McWilliams ðJohn & Linnea 
Schlobohm 
Jennifer Maynard ðSandra Duncan 
 

 

Prayers for All Who Live with Cancer  
Contôd 

Jean NilesðGerry Whitman 
Teresa PayneðBarbara Becknalôs sis 
Pam PeacoðJim Collopy 
Josh Reinke ðPeggy Carmody 
Paula RoseleeðBelinda Schwarz 
Eric Ruggs ðTerry & Brenda Davis 
Linda Sadler  
Doug Scholl ðJean Storch 
Florence Straube ðKaren Bolles 
Iona Strickland ðGerry Whitman 
 

Prayers for Steady Improvement   
 

For those facing or recovering from sur-
gery/illness/tests: 
 

Betty Adell ðSandra Duncan 
Allyn Brownell ðAgga Tynan 
*Mary Butler  
Joe Carmody ðBolles family 
Dennis Dawood  
Ronda Del Favero ðDavis  family 
Marilyn Guse ðCheryl Johnstonôs mom 
*Joyce Hoyer  
*EmmaBelle Huff  
Charla Lee  
Evva Lowery ðLynda Sherlandôs mom 
Don Lungstrom  
Mark McCoy ðSandra Duncan 
Becky Mitchell ðClaire Roberts 
James Morrison ðRita Morrisonôs son 
Margaret Ohm  
*Carol Pape  
Melvin Patitz ðBrother to Brenda Davis 
Kallie Quinn ðClaire Roberts 
Holly Schultz ðVicky Sok 
Eddie Smith ðBrenda Davis 
Ken Speck ðClaire Roberts 
Bernice Stainbrook  
Judy Todd ðGayle Adams 
*Lucile Valentino  
Sondra Voges ðRenee Hunter 
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Meet A New Member:  
Betty Randermann  

  
Born and raised in Brenham, Betty 
Randerman lived in Hempstead and 
Bryan area before coming to the north 
side of Canyon Lake. While she hasnôt 
moved far geographically, Betty has 
traveled some long, tough roads in a life 
that continues to demonstrate the 
strength and importance of family love. 
 
One of five children of a ñmixedò mar-
riage between a Lutheran father and 
Catholic mother, Betty attended Catho-
lic schools for eight years, transferred to 
public schools and graduated from 
Brenham High School. In 1965 she mar-
ried Delphine Randermann. Two weeks 
after their daughter, Debbie, was born, 
Betty learned she had cancer. While 
Betty spent four months in M.D. Ander-
son Hospital in Houston, her mother 
and father cared for their new grand-
daughter. Ten years later Betty was di-
agnosed with meningitis and spent 13 
months in Methodist Hospital. This time 
her mother- and father-in-law stepped in 
to take care of Debbie, ñbecause my 
husband had to work to pay for all this 
illness I had,ò Betty said.  
 

ñI thank God every day for curing me 
from cancer and meningitis,ò she said.  
In addition to being a wife and mother, 
Betty worked as a nurseôs aide, recep-
tionist and secretary. She retired from  
Blinn College, after working there 23 
years. Since retiring, Betty has given  

back in full measure to the family that 
cared for her so well. Ten years after 
her mother died, Betty spent five years 
caring for her father in Bryan. ñI cooked 
for him, took him to church and doctor 
appointments and meetings. I love him 
and my mother so much. My father was 
a WWII vet. He was a great man.ò Since 
her father died in 2008, at age 88, Betty 
has focused on caring for her husband.  
 

When Delphine, now 72, became ill 
from a series of small strokes that took 
away much of his memory, Betty said 
their daughter brought her parents to 
Canyon Lake to stay next to her, ñso we 
could all be together.ò They tried caring 
for their husband and father, but ñit just 
got too big for us,ò Betty said.  Now, ñthe 
man I love, my husband, is in a nursing 
home in San Marcos. He knows I am 
his wife, but he canôt remember my 
name or his daughterôs or grandchil-
drenôs names.ò That sadness is offset a 
bit by the fact that Betty knows Delphine 
is well cared for.  
 

In addition to spending time with her 
granddaughter, 11, and grandson, 5, 
Betty enjoys reading good books. One 
favorite is Kristin Hannahôs Winter Gar-
den. Her favorite Bible verse is the 23rd 
Psalm, and, not surprisingly, her favorite 
hymn is ñAmazing Grace.ò 
 

Receiving and giving care within a fam-
ily has been a huge part of Bettyôs life, 
and the warmth, support and caring na-
ture of the people at St. Andrew are 
things she appreciates about her new 
church family.  



Bible Readings for  
January 

 

January 1  Numbers 6: 22-27 
   Psalm 8 
   Galatians 4: 4-7 
   Luke 2: 15-21 
 
January 8  Genesis 1: 1-5 
   Psalm 29 
   Acts 19: 1-7 
   Mark 1: 4-11 
 
January 15  1 Samuel 3: 1-10 
   Psalm 139: 1-6, 13-18 
   1 Corinthians 6: 12-20 
   John 1: 43-51 
 
January  22  Jonah 3: 1-5, 10 
   Psalm 62: 5-12 
   1 Corinthians 7: 29-31 
   Mark 1: 14-20 
 
January 29  Deuteronomy 18: 15-20 
   Psalm111 
   1 Corinthians 8: 1-13 
   Mark 1: 21-28  
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Council Members  for the Month  

Brenda Davis 

Amber Stade 

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

1   New Yearôs Day 

 
  
10 am Worship/
Communion  

2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3   
 
 
 
 

4   
9 am Piecemakers 
 
6 pm Choir Rehearsal 
7:15 Worship Com.     
         Mtg. 
8 pm AA Mtg.ð 
         Activity Bldg 

5 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

6 
 
 
 
8 pm AA Mtg.ð 
        Activity Bldg 

7 
  
10 am Blue Star  Moms 

 
Council Retreat  

 8 
8 amï Worshipð
Healing & Prayer service 
9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship 
5 pm ñCome As You Are 
WorshipòðActivity Bldg. 
 

9 
 
 
4 pm Chapel Service 
@ New Life  
 
 
7pm Stewardship Mtg. 

10 
8:45 am Ministerial Mtg. 
9 am Christian Crafters 
 
 
7pm Youth/Education 
          Mtg 
 

11 
9 am Piecemakers 
 
 
6 pm Choir Rehearsal 
8 pm AA Mtg.ð 
          Activity Bldg 
 

12 
 
 
 
 

13 
 
  
 

8 pm AA Mtg.ð 
        Activity Bldg 

14 
8 am Menôs Break- 
     Fast ðFellowship   
                 Hall  
 
 

15   
 
9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship/  
            Communion  
11:30 am Church Council 
  5 pm ñCome As You 
Are Worshipò 

16 
 
 
 
 
7pm Mutual  Ministry            
        Mtg. 

17 
8:45 am Ministerial Mtg. 
9 am Christian Crafters 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Evangelism 
Mtg. 

18 
9 am WELCA Bus. Mtg 
10 am WELCA Bible 
Study 
 
6 pm Choir Rehearsal 
8 pm AA Mtg.ð 
          Activity Bldg 

19 
 
 
 
 
     
 

210 
 
 
 
 
8 pm AA Mtg.ð 
         Activity Bldg 

21 
 
 

22  
9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship 
5 pm ñCome As You Are 
WorshipòðActivity Bldg. 
 
 
          
 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24 
8:45 am Ministerial Mtg. 
9 am Christian Crafters 
 
 
 
 

25 
9:am Piecemakers 
 
 
 
6 pm Choir Rehearsal 
8 pm AA Mtg.ð 
        Activity Bldg 

26 
  
 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
8 pm AA Mtg.ð 
        Activity Bldg 

28   
 
 
 
 
 
 

29 
9 am Sunday School 
10 am Worship 
5 pm ñCome As You Are 
WorshipòðActivity Bldg. 
 
 

30 
 
 
 
                                                                                                    
 

31 
8:45 am Ministerial Mtg. 
9 am Christian Crafters 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
    
 

 

 January, 2012  

  Council Members for the month are  

Terry Linder  

Vicky Sok 

Senior Fest 

Saturday, February 4 

At Palm Valley, Round Rock 

Cost: $25 per person 

òFaith in the Public Squareó 

Call the office if you are interested, 

899-2273, or visit 

www.thevistaonline.org/events 
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From the Pastor:  Our Partner Missions  

 

Let me try to share my perspective on what it means for us to have partner mis-
sions in Laredo and El Cenizo, Texas.  In the first church I served after I was 
ordained, we sponsored missionaries in South Africa, who visited our church 
once a year, when they were in the U.S. for a few weeks.  At the next church I 
served, we supported missionaries in Japan.  We never met them, because they 
were supported by about 30 churches ï too many to visit regularly.  We re-
ceived a letter from them to include in our newsletter several times a year.   
 

Here at St. Andrew, we have partner missions that are about three and a half 
hoursô drive away.  We can physically bring them supplies and gifts and do work 
projects.  We can visit them without even having to stay overnight, and we can 
worship with them.  The missionaries who serve them have been to our church 
(for St. Andrewôs fortieth anniversary), and we see them regularly at Synodical 
events.   
 

I hope this comparison highlights the opportunity we have to grow this partner-
ship ï great opportunities for their benefit, and for ours.  Included in this news-
letter are the pictures taken on our recent Christmas visit to Laredo and El Ce-
nizo. 
 

In the first part of the year, we observe the season of Epiphany.  One of the 
themes of this season is the sharing of the gospel across the lines of culture 
and language.  We remember the Magi, foreigners who came to worship the 
newborn King of the Jews.  We remember Jesusô ministry, when he took his dis-
ciples out of Galilee and Judea, to meet Gentiles and Samaritans and to minis-
ter to them.  We remember the Apostles who took the Good News to many new 
nations.  The gospel was no longer limited to the Jews, but kept crossing over to 
new cultures, and we are all the beneficiaries of that! 
 

We will lift up missionaries and translators in prayer during this season.  We will 
give thanks for the whole Body of Christ, bringing together all the peoples of the 
world, all nations, tribes and languages.  And we can think more about the op-
portunities we have to engage with our partner missions, with gifts to share and 
receive.   
 

      Peace in Christ 
      Pastor Paul 
 

 

                (continued on next page) 

WELCA meets on the third Wednesday of each month for a short business 

meeting at 9:30 am and then Bible study at 10 am.  All the ladies of the congre-

gation are invited to come and enjoy the fellowship and Bible study led by Pas-

tor Paul.  For the month of January, the Bible study will be To Follow and To 

ServeðConfessing Christ using the scripture Mark 8.  Wednesday,  

January 18, is the day we explore what it means to make our own confession 

of faith as disciples, and to answer the same question Jesus asked PeterðñBut 

who do you say that I am?ò Come join us. 

Ramp Project Update 
 

Thanks to our men and women who helped build ramps this year.  Here is a 
summary of what they did in Comal County. 

2011 Numbers for the 4 counties 

 

Comal County - 21 ramps with 754.5 feet of ramp 

Guadalupe County ï 14 ramps with 325 feet of ramp 

Hays and Caldwell - 19 ramps with 732 feet of ramp 

TOTAL:  54 ramps with 1811.5 feet 

 

This monthôs Financials at a Glance 
 November 1 -30, 2011 

 

    Offerings              $ 13,371.37 
    Interest                      $    .59 
    Other Income             $   5,400.00 
    Total Income              $ 18,771.96 
     Expenses                        $ 17,743.94 
 
Year to Date  January -November, 2011  
  Offerings  $  163,910.87 
  Interest  $           22.21 
  Other Income $    21,820.72 
  Total Income  $  187,985.45 
  Expenses  $  205,128.71 
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   Donôt Forget   Sunday,  January 8  
 Fill the Food Pantry  

 

       The CRRC needs canned goodsðdried beans, rice, noodles,             
                        canned meats, canned ravioli/spaghetti, canned vegetables/fruit or 
  other non-perishable items.  Any toiletry items such as shampoo, 
soap, deodorant, as well as  paper towels, toilet tissue and laundry detergent. They 
always run low on toilet paper and hearty canned soups with meat . 
 

Christmas ñThank Youòé 
 

éto those who helped provide moving Advent worship, full of the mystery and 
hope of Jesusô coming: to Lynda Sherland, who helped plan the theme for our  
midweek worship, to Linda Gosnell, Suzie Garguilo, and Dottie Gilbert for 
making the wreath that was the focal point for our midweek services, to Ed 
Workmon for extra work and planning, and to those who made soup to share 
at the midweek meals.   
 

éto those who made the Christmas decorating party with the girls from New 
Life a success: to Gayle Adams for planning the event, to Laurie Iten for ar-
ranging to bring the girls, to Sharyl Miller for playing the piano for our caroling, 
to those who attended to welcome the girls, and to those who brought cookies 
and sandwiches to share. 
 

éto those who brightened the Christmas celebrations in Laredo and El Ce-
nizo: to Lorna Reiter, who offered her truck to deliver our gifts, and to Gayle 
Adams and Pastor Paul who represented us with Lorna on our visit December 
17

th
, and to all who purchased gifts for the children  and senior adult ladies at 

the mission churches.   
 

éto the WELCA group, who provided funds for the Christmas celebrations at 
New Life Childrenôs Center. 
 
éto the group who wrapped presents for the children at St. Judeôs ranch and 
to Lisa Linder for coordinating this activity. 
 
éto those who signed up to act in the Live Nativity at North Pole Village, even 
though we were rained out ï like any Christmas gift, itôs the thought that 
counts! 
 
éto those who did something extra to make our Christmas worship beautiful 
and special: to Ed Workmon and the choir, to Karen Haman and the bell choir, 
to instrumentalists Ron Campbell (guitar), Kaylen Brzozowski (oboe), and 
Marie Miller (flute), to Gayle Adams and Lori Campbell for their extra work on 
altar guild, to our ushers and liturgists, to Barbara Becknal, our secretary, for 
extra coordination and planning, and to Bill Heimbuch, our custodian, for get-
ting our church home ready for guests, and for work on our sound system and 
many other contributions.   
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
 

We send you our sincere good wishes for a blessed and Joyful Christmas. May 
God continue to bless our partnership relation in God's Mission. Thank you for 
your love, prayers and support throughout the year. 
  

God bless you all brothers and sisters for the support received during the year 
2011. ILCO send you a warm embrace and the wish that this upcoming year will 
be of unity and prosperity for all of you, your families, friends, congregations and 
sisters churches. 

  

May the difficulties in which humanity lives be illuminated by the Love and Hope 
of that small child that God shows us each Christmas, and may the ties of Soli-
darity and Friendship unite us always. 
  

    The Costa Rican Lutheran Church wishes  
    a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 

Do you haveéAsthma, High Blood Pressure, Heart Disease, Arthritis,  
Emphysema or some other chronic condition?  

 

Come to the ñMy Life, My Health Self Management Workshopò 
it will help you take control of your life.    

 

This FREE class meets Mondays from 9:30 AM to 11:30 AM 

January 9 through February 20, 2012  
 

CRRC Recreational/Senior Center  
For further information, please call CRRC Recreational Center  

830-964-3003 
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Flowers  for January  
 

January 1 

January 8  Schlobohms 

January 15 

January 22 

January 29 

                       Celebrating 
                              An anniversary This Month 

 
Larry & Roxy McGough  1/1 
John & Linnea Schlobohm  1/3 
Neal & Vaida Jordan  1/4 
 

 

 

       Breakfast on  
   Saturday, January 14  
 
 

John Dougan and his crew  

are preparing breakfast just for you.  

Come Saturday, January 14 ð8 am 

for breakfast and Bible study. We are 

meeting in the Fellowship hall. Every-

one is welcome to join the fellowship 

on Saturday, January 14 

Page 4 

The new community gardens built on two lots on 
the bluffs over the Rio Grande (Mexico is in the 
background).  Many of the residents of El Cenizo 
come from a farming background, and find garden-
ing fulfilling, in addition to improving health and pro-
viding low-cost food.  Those who work these gar-
dens also commit to taking what they have learned 
to build their own garden and teach others.  Rabbit 
hutches, composting, rain collection, and solar col-
lection are all potential future projects at this site. 

Community gardens and murals on 
the grounds of Agua Viva Church in 
El Cenizo. 

Inside the new tortilla bak-
ery.  Pastors Moises and 

Mariana Mendez stand next to 
the oven, which will soon be 

operational. 

The exterior of the new 
community store, left, 

which opened in October, 
and the new tortilla bakery, 

right, which will open 
soon.  The offices, the 
cafeteria, and this new 

building have all been re-
painted this bright color. 

El Cenizo, December, 2011 

Christian Crafters  
 

Each Tuesday, 9 am  
 

All ladies are invited to come the join 
the fun of being creative. 

Piecemakers  
 

Wednesdays ðð9 am  
 

Come join the fellowship that we enjoy as 

we ñpieceò together all kinds of fabrics to 

make quilts for Lutheran World Relief.    

Laurie Cole  1/5 

Pat Hansen  1/5 

Harold Johnston 1/5 

Beverly Overstreet 1/5 

Madeline Wilson 1/8 

Lee Kendall  1/13 

Erika Newman  1/13 

Richard Kleist  1/15 

Lora Campbell  1/18 

Linnea Schlobohm 1/19 

Grant Nelson  1/23 

Bo Bailess  1/25 

Heinz Buchholz 1/27 

Carl Vinka  1/27 

Rose Mary Comer 1/30 

January Birthdays 


